Houston County Commissioners Meeting

February 19, 2013
Warner Robins, Georgia

The Houston County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 19, 2013 at the Houston County Annex in Warner Robins, Georgia with Chairman Stalnaker presiding and Commissioners McMichael, Walker, Thomson and Robinson present.  Also present were Director of Administration Barry Holland, 
Walton and Becky Wood, Jeanne Moyer of Advanced Disposal, Mahendra Patel, Kanu Dodia, Jim Taylor of Robins Regional Chamber of Commerce, CMSgt Patrick Bowen, Sgt. Jesse Jackson and County Attorney Tom Hall.  
Commissioner Walker led the audience in the Invocation.

CMSgt Patrick Bowen, active duty US Air Force, led the audience in the pledge of allegiance and spoke of his military career.  Chief Bowen serves as the principle advisor to the WR-ALC and the 78th Air Base Wing.  He is fifth generation military and enlisted in the Air Force in June of 1984 immediately after graduating from high school.  He spent much of his career in munitions and aircraft maintenance and has been stationed at locations including South Korea, Maine, Saudi Arabia, South Dakota, Virginia, Italy, Florida, Qatar and Georgia.  Approaching the 29-year service mark, Chief Bowen has announced his retirement effective March 8, 2013.  He stated that the Middle Georgia defense community is the very best he has experienced during his career and thanked the community for the level of support they show for Robins Air Force Base and its mission.  He and his family intend to stay in the Middle Georgia area upon retirement.
Chairman Stalnaker presented a plaque to CMSgt Bowen in honor of his pending retirement and for his service to country and community.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve the minutes of February 6, 2013. 

Motion by Ms. Robinson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to appoint Mr. Greg Bell to fill the unexpired term of Mr. Bob Watson on the Houston County DFCS Board.  Mr. Bell’s term will expire on June 30, 2015.
County Attorney Tom Hall presented a second reading on an Amendment to Section 19-2 of a County ordinance relating to national criminal background checks for transient vendors, solicitors or peddlers.  

Motion by Ms. Robinson, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve an Amendment to Section 19-2 of the County ordinance relating to national criminal background checks for transient vendors, solicitors or peddlers.

A second reading and public hearing for an alcohol application for the E-Z Buy convenience store was presented by Barry Holland.  The applicant was present but did not wish to speak.  There was no opposition.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to approve an Alcohol License Application submitted by Mr. Mahendra M. Patel representing Jay Santoshi, Inc. D/B/A the E-Z Buy convenience store for the retail sale of beer and wine located at 200 Hwy. 96, Bonaire, Georgia.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign a contract with the Georgia Department of Corrections to provide the County with an eighth inmate work detail at a cost of $9,876.  The contract will begin on March 1, 2013 and expire on June 30, 2013.
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Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign all contract documents including the GMP Agreement with International City Builders, Inc. to construct the Nola Brantley Memorial Library Expansion and Renovation project in Warner Robins for $1,925,000,00.
Chairman Stalnaker recognized Library Board members Becky Wood and Caroline Smith who were present at the meeting.  The Chairman also thanked Col. Butikofer for providing a temporary storage facility on Robins AFB for the books while the project is underway.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign a Declaration of Taking to acquire from parcel 15C the right-of-way and easements necessary to widen that section of Highway 41.  The property in question belongs to All American Self Storage, LLC and Michael J. Upshaw and is valued at $5,174.03.
Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to award the bid for the Feagin Mill Road Phase 2 (Houston Lake Road to Moody Road) construction project to Georgia Asphalt, Inc. in the amount of $3,289,805.27.  Chairman Stalnaker is authorized to sign contract documents.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to authorize the County Comptroller to amend the FY2013 General Fund budget to reflect the purchase of computer and audio equipment upgrades for the Probate Court, Superior Court Judge and District Attorney using the Law Library Funds as follows:

Increase Revenue Line Item #39.1200, Transfers in:


$9,206.27


Increase Line Item #2450-53.1100, General Supplies:  $1,843.79

 
Increase Line Item #2150-53.1600, Small Equipment   $2,470.48


Increase Line Item #2200-53.1600, Small Equipment   $4,892.00











$9,206.27 

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve payment of the bills totaling $1,481,244.68.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened the meeting for public comments.  
Ms. Caroline Smith, 140 Evergreen Street, Warner Robins, a Houston County Library Board member, thanked the Board for the funding and support necessary for the Nola Brantley Memorial Library Expansion and Renovation project.  She also remarked that she was hopeful that the Perry branch of the library would soon receive the funding necessary from the State of Georgia for the work needed at that facility.
There being no further public comments, the meeting was continued.

Each commissioner thanked CMSgt Bowen for his service.

Mr. Walker recognized Mr. Jim Taylor from the Robins Regional Chamber of Commerce.
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Chairman Stalnaker extended an invitation to the Eggs & Issues breakfast to be held Thursday at 8:00 a.m. at the Museum of Aviation during which various County officials would serve on a panel fielding questions from attendees.
Chairman Stalnaker also announced that the County had received a letter from the Chief Engineer at the GDOT that committed $1.5 million of LMIG grant funds to the Hwy. 41 widening project.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting.
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